RESOLUTION 2021-02.8

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE UKIAH VALLEY
SANITATION DISTRICT MAKING FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS
UNDER AB 361 FOR CONTINUED VIRTUAL MEETINGS

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District (the
‘Board”) is committed to preserving and nurturing public access to and participation in
meetings of the Board; and

WHEREAS, the Ralph M. Brown Act (Gov. Code § 54950 et seq.) generally
requires local agencies meeting via teleconference, including through other virtual or
electronic means, to provide public access at each location in which members of the
legislative body are teleconferencing; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recently enacted Assembly Bill 361, Chapter 165,
Statutes of 2021 (“AB 361”), which amended Government Code section 54953 to allow
local agencies to meet fully virtually during a proclaimed state of emergency if state or
local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing;
and

WHEREAS, the Governor issued a proclamation declaring a state of emergency
on March 4, 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, pursuant to section 8625 of the
California Emergency Services Act, and this proclaimed state of emergency currently
remains in effect; and

WHEREAS, starting in March 2020, in response to the spread of COVID-19 in
the State of California, the Governor issued a number of executive orders aimed at
containing the COVID-19 virus; and

WHEREAS, among other things, these orders waived certain requirements of the
Brown Act to allow legislative bodies to meet virtually; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Governor's executive orders, the Board has been
holding virtual meetings during the pandemic in the interest of protecting the health and
safety of the public, staff, and Board members; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Executive Order N-29-20 related to the suspension
of certain provisions of the Brown Act expired on September 30, 2021; and

WHEREAS, AB 361, effective as of October 1, 2021 allows legislative bodies to
meet virtually provided there is a state of emergency, and either (1) state or local
officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing; or (2)



the legislative body determines by majority vote that meeting in person would present
imminent risks to the health and safety of attendees; and

WHEREAS, the Board has considered the circumstances of the state of
emergency; and

WHEREAS, state or local officials continue to recommend measures to promote
social distancing; and

WHEREAS, on September 29, 2021, the Mendocino County Health Officer
issued a Health Recommendation urging public bodies in Mendocino County to
continue meeting remotely through online meetings to lower the risk of COVID-19
transmission; and

WHEREAS, the continuation of virtual meetings will allow for full participation by
members of the public until the present state of emergency has ended; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to continue to hold virtual meetings pursuant to
AB 361 and Government Code section 54953(e).

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Ukiah Valley Sanitation
District, County of Mendocino, State of California does hereby resolve as follows:

1. The above recitals are true and correct.

2. Consistent with the provisions of Government Code Section 54953(e), the
Board finds and determines that (1) a state of emergency related to COVID-
19 is currently in effect; and (2) state and local officials have recommended
measures to promote social distancing in connection with COVID-19. Based
on such facts, findings and determinations, the Board authorizes staff to
conduct remote teleconference meetings of the Board under the provisions of
Government Code Section 54953(e).

3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Ukiah Valley
Sanitation District, County of Mendocino, State of California, this 8th day of June, 2022
by the following vote:
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